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Key voice
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testimony

State attorney brokered
non-prosecution deal
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House Democrsts spearheading the
Jeffroy Epstein hearing in West Palm
lu:hmmuwnlnymlheyve
asked to testify, but a lawyer who
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“He has mkltd scrutiny, he has
wvolded Interviews, be has avoided
testimony from all sources” Kuvin

toward a single titation
i by Krischer's failure to
charge with child sex crimes,

Palm Beach Police Chief Michael Reit-
er roferred the case to the FBI Two
years later, then-South Florids U.S. At-
tomey Alex Acosta the

Records: Epstein tips
reported in PBC in 2001

The mansion awned by the late Paim Beach financier and sex offender Jeffrey Epstein was torn down in April 2021, But
what happened there wil be & focus of & congrassional hearing in West Palm Beach on May 12 GREG LOVET/PALM SEACH ROST

As House Democrats prepare to hear from witnesses today,
files show police probes began 3 years earlier than known
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much-maligned secret deal that et
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The agreement hinged on Krischer
adding & second chage: soliciting o
minor for peostitution. Epstein plead-
od guilty to both state chargoes, for

‘bebind the 10 a.m. May 12
hearing inside City Hall say they chose
West Palm Beach for ity pecximity to
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-lago club,
where some of Epstels’s teenage vic-
tims were recruited.

Howevor, records releaned early this
year established the city as & husting
ground in its own right. The documents
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House Ovarsight Committee faces
gravity of Epstein case, 84

showed dity police were tipped off to

and probed into susplcious dealings at
Epstein’s now notorfous mansion start-
Ing & quarter contury ago.

scandal,
and one that hured s select group of US.

ried women” to work at Epsteis’s man-
siom.

The studeats — college roommates
whose ages are not listed in the doc-
uments, but who were referred o
a8 “girls” — said they went to Epstedn’s
house in Palm Beach on seversl
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Trump: Ceasefire deal with Iran is ‘on life support’
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Residents cite leaf blower noise
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Gas-powered units remain top complaint in Delray Beach D e .
Ing the use of gas-powered leaf blowess,
pesce is interrupted by the roar of the  dont hear them in every Florida 1. put & stop to sny
s powered leaf blower. on the barrier island.” droams of sweet silence. Delruy Heach
For Hal Stemn, dent of the Delray T may t have sl
Boach Property Owness' Amsociation,  the past five years as more Plorida resl-  ready banned leaf blowors sro now con-
: of -

Delray Boach’

leaf blowers remain a top
residents.

“They're ubiquitous” e ssid.
“Thore's nat a day that goes by that you

1.2K apartments set for

Phase 2 of Nora

Retail booming at
mixed-use project

Distri_ct

dress not just lesf blowers but mowens

Publix
sets date
for Avenir

opening
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Nearly two years after a tormado de-
Publix supermarket on the

bakery, & dell, a pharmncy and & lguer
store. It will join several other newer
stores across Palm Beach County.
Publix planned 1o open a location in
Avenir In the fall of 2024, but sn EF3

major grocery chains opening in the
which will have more than 4,000

Aldi spokesperson sabd.

will ndd five high.rise ey
- - The Publix at the Avenir development
dos to the area. The original Sundey Moter Co. is located in Madison, New Jervey, The new was damaged by s tornado spanwed
location at Nora District recently 'y popular for iy Oct, 10, 2024,
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Here is what you need to know about
the Nora District, the newest mixed-
use development in West Palm Beach:

What is the Nora District? West
Palm Beach’s newest
neighborhood

The Nora District, which opened in
August 2025, is West Palm Beach's
newest dining, shopping and retail dis-
trict, located along North Railroad Ave-
nue.

The mixed-use district is led by a
small group of real estate investors who
have sought to revive an overlooked
part of the city by building a walkable
neighborhood featuring high-end res-
taurants, shops and residences.

Developers envisioned a dense,
downtown community that caters to
the city’s housing needs and offers a
place to live, work and play to the thou-
sands of people who have moved to
Palm Beach County since 2020.

The Nora District is part of a larger
effort by the city to revive 40 acres
along North Railroad Avenue, stretch-
ing from Seventh Street to Palm Beach
Lakes Boulevard.

ask the city for more subsidies to help
cover the costs of building parking ga-
rages to accommodate the hundreds of
apartments planned in the district as
well as visitors to the restaurants and
shops.

What is open at the Nora District
in West Palm Beach?

There are nearly 20 retailers open at
the Nora District in West Palm Beach.

o Restaurants: Sunday Motors Co.,
Del Mar, Julianna'’s, Celis Juice Bar, Van
Leeuwen Ice Cream, Loco Taqueria and
Oyster Bar and H&H bagels.

o Retailers: Warby Parker, Pompa-
nos, Le Labo Fragrances, IGK Salon
hair care, Mint, Carrousel Fine Art, The
Spot Barbershop, Sana Skin Studio.

o Lifestyle: Sweat 440, Solidcore
and ZenHippo, which specializes in
early childhood activities.

What is set to open in the Nora
District?

Below is a list of restaurants and re-
tailers expected to open in the Nora
District.

o Pastis: a Parisian-style brasserie
based in Manhattan. It would open in-
side the Nora Hotel.

e Luce: A fine jewelry brand from
New York tied to the Long Island com-
pany Kravit Jewelers.

Who are the developers behind
the Nora district?

The Nora District is a joint venture
between three real-estate investment
companies: NDT Development, Place
Projects and Wheelock Street Capital.

NDT Development, based in West
Palm Beach, owns local bars and res-
taurants including Lola 41, Cove Club
and Lamarina.

Place Projects is a Miami builder
that has participated in mixed-use pro-
jects in Wynwood, Doral and Tampa.
Wheelock Street Capital is a Connecti-
cut-based private real-estate invest-
ment firm.

Back in 2018, these investors began
buying up old warehouses, aging prop-
erties and vacant sites just north of the
city’s downtown. These were the prop-
erties in and around North Railroad Av-
enue facing the Florida East Coast Rail-
way, built by industrialist Henry Flagler
in the late 1880s.

How much money has West Palm
Beach given to Nora District
developers?

The city has given at least $27 mil-
lion to the group of developers behind
the Nora District for improvements to
fund infrastructure and redevelopment
of the blighted area.

Developers have invested over $1bil-
lion in the project and argue it will
brings the city tax revenue far beyond
what they have invested on the project.

“1 feel like it’s more than develop-
ment,” said Commissioner Christy Fox,
whose district includes the Nora Dis-
trict. “I don't even know what the word
should be because you've created an
entire new neighborhood that people
are so excited about, and we do want to
be agood partner to you because you've
done so much.”

Developers have said they plan to

o Ind; A rustic Italian restaurant
by the Indigo Road Hospitality Group,
founded in Charleston, South Carolina.

o Sports & Rec: A modern sports bar
brought by The Garret Group, a New
York city group that owns The Garret
and the original Rocco’s Sports & Rec.

o Nami Nori: A temaki bar that spe-
cializes in open-style Japanese hand
rolls from Manhattan backed by musi-
cian Pharell Williams.

Next for the Nora District: A hotel
and 1,200 apartments

The second phase of the Nora Dis-
trict will feature a 201-room hotel by
Richard Born and Ira Drukier of BD Ho-
tels and hotelier Sean MacPherson.

Developers are also planning to
build five residential buildings in a
two-block span between Palm Beach
Lakes Boulevard and 10th Street. They
would include more than 1,200 apart-
ments and condos and office spaces.

The first residential building, a 12-
story, 350-apartment building along
10th at North Railroad, will begin con-
struction this summer. The project will
contain 52 rent-controlled workforce
residences.

Next to it, a 277-apartment building
with 47 workforce residences would
rise. It is still in the planning stage, but
builders estimate that they will break
ground next year.

An1l-story tower nearby with 117 for-
sale condos is also set to start construc-
tion next year. All three buildings are
expected to be completed in 2029,

Developers are already planning two
large-scale projects along the two-
block stretch: a condo building and an-
other tower with for-sale and rental
apartments.

The developer's initial housing
plans includes 99 workforce and af-
fordable apartments, but the group has
indicated more would be included.
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