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The Nora District Is West Palm Beach’s New It Neighborhood 

Along North Railroad Avenue, a collection of century-old railway warehouses is becoming a glamorous, 
walkable neighborhood of acclaimed restaurants, stylish shops, serious wellness — and, soon, The Nora 
Hotel. 

West Palm Beach has spent the past several years emerging from Palm Beach’s shadow, and its newest 
neighborhood may be the clearest sign yet of how dramatically the city has changed. Along North 
Railroad Avenue, the Nora District is transforming century-old railway warehouses into a sophisticated, 
walkable destination for restaurants, boutiques, wellness, hospitality and creative office space. 

There is an appealing sense of contradiction to Nora. The architecture recalls an industrial West Palm 
Beach of another era, while the businesses moving into those old structures could just as easily belong 
in Manhattan, Miami or Los Angeles. The result is polished without feeling overly planned, bringing 
together the energy of a contemporary urban neighborhood with the relaxed confidence that has long 
defined Palm Beach. 

And that combination is precisely what makes Nora so compelling. 

https://5reasonstovisit.com/travel?author=6a7621691189497b8308da01
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T H E  N O R A  D I S T R I C T  —  A T  A  G L A N C E  

Location 
North Railroad Avenue, downtown West Palm Beach, Florida 

The name 
“Nora” is short for NOrth RAilroad Avenue 

Phase one 
150,000+ sq. ft. of curated retail, dining and office space 

Signature draw 
Pastis by Stephen Starr; The Nora Hotel (201 keys) 

Hotel opening 
Late 2026 

Best for 
Dining, boutique shopping, wellness and walkable urban exploring 



 

 

Why the Nora District Is West Palm Beach’s New It Neighborhood 

Named for North Railroad Avenue, the historic corridor on which it sits, Nora is one of the most 
ambitious new neighborhoods to arrive in West Palm Beach in decades. Its first phase encompasses 
more than 150,000 square feet of retail and offices, with a mix of restaurants, fashion, beauty, fitness 
and lifestyle brands creating a destination designed to be explored on foot. 
The district arrives at a particularly interesting moment for West Palm Beach. Once regarded largely as 
Palm Beach’s quieter mainland counterpart, the city has developed its own increasingly cosmopolitan 
identity, fueled by new hotels, residential projects, restaurants, cultural events and major investment. 
Nora sits directly within that transformation, giving the city a neighborhood that feels both distinctly 
South Florida and decidedly international. 

Its formula is easy to understand but difficult to execute: historic architecture, destination restaurants, 
stylish retail and serious wellness, all within a walkable setting. 

A Little Wynwood, a Little Palm Beach 

Nora has the creative energy of Miami, but its aesthetic is more restrained. Instead of starting with a 
blank slate, the district builds around existing railway warehouses and industrial structures, preserving 
the textures and proportions that give the area its sense of history. 

Contemporary storefronts, landscaping and carefully considered design bring those buildings into the 
present without completely erasing what came before. The result is a neighborhood that feels more 
authentic than a conventional shopping or mixed-use development, particularly as more businesses 
open and people begin using the streets as part of their everyday routines. 

The creative spirit of Wynwood, the sophistication of Palm Beach and the restaurant culture of New York, 
translated for a rapidly changing West Palm Beach. 
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Where to Eat in the Nora District 

Food is likely to become one of Nora’s biggest draws, with an unusually ambitious collection of 
restaurants and cafés ranging from legendary New York names to established South Florida concepts. 

Pastis Brings Parisian New York to West Palm Beach 

Among the most anticipated arrivals is Pastis, the celebrated New York bistro from restaurateur Stephen 
Starr. Planned for the ground floor of The Nora Hotel, the restaurant will bring its signature Parisian 
atmosphere to West Palm Beach, with more than 13,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor dining 
space. 
Pastis is the sort of restaurant that can become a neighborhood institution almost immediately, and its 
arrival should give Nora an unmistakable evening destination when The Nora Hotel opens in late 2026. 

Sports & Rec Adds a More Playful Side 

Sports & Rec brings a distinctly New York-inspired approach to the classic sports bar. Expect games, 
drinks and entertainment in a setting designed for lingering, giving Nora a more energetic counterpoint 
to its polished restaurants and boutiques. 



 

 

Del Mar, Loco and Sunday Motor Co. 

Del Mar adds Mediterranean-inspired coastal cuisine, while Boston favorite Loco Taqueria & Oyster 
Bar brings Mexican fare, fresh oysters and cocktails to the neighborhood. 
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For a more casual stop, Sunday Motor Co. combines espresso, brunch and a vintage car-inspired 
aesthetic with the sort of relaxed community atmosphere that makes a café feel like a neighborhood 
institution rather than simply another tenant. 
Meanwhile, Celis Juice Bar brings smoothies, acai bowls and its established Palm Beach wellness 
sensibility to Nora, giving the district an easy daytime option. 
New York favorites are also well represented. H&H Bagels brings its legendary bagels to West Palm 
Beach, while Van Leeuwen Ice Cream has opened its first Palm Beach County location. The lineup 
continues to expand, with Nami Nori, the New York-born hand-roll restaurant, among the newer 
additions planned for the district. 

Where to Shop in Nora 

Nora’s retail lineup is deliberately curated rather than overwhelming, with fashion, eyewear, fragrance 
and lifestyle brands positioned alongside its restaurants and cafés. 

Local favorite MINT brings elevated women’s fashion, while LUCE focuses on contemporary 
labels. Warby Parker adds its recognizable eyewear aesthetic, and Le Labo brings its understated, highly 
coveted fragrance experience to West Palm Beach. Pompanos Boutique rounds out the fashion offering, 
giving shoppers another reason to linger beyond the district’s restaurants. 



 

 

The appeal is less about spending an afternoon inside a traditional shopping center and more about 
discovering individual storefronts while moving through the neighborhood. That distinction is important 
to Nora’s overall character: shopping is part of the experience rather than the entire reason for visiting. 
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Nora Is Becoming a Wellness Destination, Too 

The district’s wellness lineup reflects another defining characteristic of contemporary South Florida: 
fitness, beauty and self-care are treated as part of the social fabric rather than an afterthought. 

[solidcore] brings its demanding Pilates-inspired strength workouts, while SWEAT440 offers fast-paced 
40-minute interval training for those who prefer an efficient workout. Beauty and skincare are 
represented by Sana Skin Studio, while IGK Salon brings the fashion-forward hair brand to the Palm 
Beaches. With locations in Miami, New York and Las Vegas, IGK fits naturally into Nora’s increasingly 
cosmopolitan mix. 
The result is a neighborhood where a morning workout, coffee, skincare appointment, shopping trip and 
lunch can all happen within the same few blocks. 

W H E R E  T O  S T A Y  



 

 

The Nora Hotel Will Take the Neighborhood to Another Level 

Nora is already becoming a destination, but the arrival of The Nora Hotel in late 2026 promises to 
change its rhythm again. The 201-key boutique hotel is being developed in partnership with the 
hospitality team associated with some of New York City’s most influential boutique hotels, including The 
Bowery and The Mercer. 
Its arrival gives Nora something most new retail districts lack: a hotel capable of turning the 
neighborhood into a genuine stay-over destination. The hotel will also introduce additional hospitality 
experiences to the district, including Pastis, a rooftop, pool and spa — making Nora active from morning 
through late evening rather than simply busy during shopping and dining hours. 

For visitors, it also creates an intriguing possibility: staying in the middle of the neighborhood rather 
than simply visiting it. 

EXPLORE THE NORA HOTEL  
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https://norahotelwestpalm.com/


 

 

The New West Palm Beach Is Taking Shape at Nora 

For decades, West Palm Beach was often discussed in relation to the much more famous island across 
the Intracoastal. That relationship is changing. Downtown West Palm Beach now has a growing 
personality of its own, and Nora is one of the most visible expressions of that evolution. 

The district brings together elements that would normally belong to very different places: New York 
restaurant culture, Miami’s appetite for design and wellness, Palm Beach’s polished aesthetic and West 
Palm Beach’s increasingly urban character. Instead of competing with those identities, Nora combines 
them into something that feels distinctly its own. 

The historic railway warehouses are particularly important to that equation. They provide a physical 
connection to the city’s past while the restaurants, boutiques, fitness studios and hotel point firmly 
toward its future. 
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Why Nora Could Become West Palm Beach’s Most Exciting Neighborhood 

There are plenty of ambitious lifestyle developments across South Florida, but Nora has an advantage 
that cannot be manufactured quite as easily: it already feels like somewhere you want to spend time. 

You can start with a workout at [solidcore], stop for an H&H bagel and spend the afternoon browsing Le 
Labo, LUCE or MINT. Grab ice cream from Van Leeuwen, meet friends at Sports & Rec and eventually 



 

 

settle in for dinner. When The Nora Hotel and Pastis arrive, the neighborhood’s appeal will extend even 
further into the evening. 

That sense of discovery is likely to become even stronger as more stores open and future phases take 
shape. West Palm Beach is no longer simply the place you pass through on the way to Palm Beach. It is 
becoming a destination in its own right, and the Nora District may be the neighborhood that best 
captures that transformation. 
With its historic architecture, sophisticated restaurants, destination retail, wellness culture and 
forthcoming boutique hotel, Nora isn’t trying to recreate another South Florida neighborhood. It is 
creating its own version of one. 
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